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On The Record

Koskoff Leads Superstar Lawyer Group

Inner Circle of Trial Advocates is tort law think tank

ike a small personal injury dynasty, Bridge-
L-ml'\ Koskotl, Koskoft & Bieder has been
a landmark on the national map for teial law-
yers since the carly 19605, That's when Theo-
dore Koskorf helped create the American Trial
Lawyers Association. That tradition continues,
with his son, Michael, the firm's senior partner,
recently achieving the honor of being clected
president of the Inner Circle of Trial Advocates
for a two-year term.

This group of superstar plaintitfs lawyers
& dedicated to improving personal injury trial
practice al the highest levels. Koskotl is de
serabed as “one of America’s most respected law-
yers” by Honolulu attorney Mark Davis, who is
the outpoing president of the Inner Circle. -
visalso said Koskoff 15 “a thoughtful teacher and
an innovador in the court roons”

The group was stasted B years ago by Tucsan
traa] lawyer Richard Grand, who way the first ar-
torney i the US 10 win o S1 millon verdict,
Girand broaght together others who were in the
$1 mullion category, and the invitation-only group
eventuatly sct 3 100-member limit. The men and
wornen in the groop have included L nanws
ke Rot Mudhey, of tobaceo settlement fame, Mor-
ris Dees, whio has successfully sued hate groups,
Johinnee Cochran, and fohn Edwards,

Koskotf is the only Connecticut liwyer cus-
rently in the group. “ihink right now we Tave
8 or 87 mombers” said Roskatl. “You have to
have numerons seven figure or eight igare ver
dictss and some of our members have actually
had nine and 10 figure verdits”

Beyond the money, the biggest pavosl & the
educational berefit, said Koskoff.  Joining him
as Jrner Cirde vice president is Seattle trfal Lias-
vor Richard (Rick) H. Friedmuan, the co-author of
several well-kiwsn books on trial Law, inchsbing
“RULES OF THE ROAD: A PlaintitTs Lawvers
Gunde to Provang Liabilisy” Koskotf's recent st
Jes of persiasive canmuni
cation draw heavily on the
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classical Gredk phulosophier
Anstotle, spreading wisdom
from 300 B, i a manner
that is fresh, enthasiastic )
insightful. Reskodl spoke
recently with Senior Wraer
Theras B Schetbey,

LAW TRIBUNE: Are these multi-nullion
verdicts the !t mportant aspect of vour
proup?

X L N0 Thenes a com-
mitment to a sharing of sbeas. IF you don't at
tend the annual mecting ot least once every
three vears, you're out of the oeganszation, What
has happened over the vears is they bl to e
comte so el better, woonder 1o take on these
idustries. s an adea sharing organization, ts
to stimulate creative thought, help one another
through thoeny legal problems, and be creative
in the way you go about things.

LAW TRIBUNE: What have you been fo-
cusing on recently?

KOSKOFF: 1've talked to the group about dif-
ferent kinds of communication technigues, talk-
ing about Aristotle's rules of persuasion, Virtually
all the techniques people wse in persuasion were
developed by Anstotle. He talked about pathos
and logos — sympathy and logic, And he gave
the framework for most of the things that we take
foe granted in commumication,

LAW TRIBUNE: How do yon e thisin coart?

ROSKOFF: Well. Aristothe said three things
influence perszasion. The character of the speak.
er 3 called etirag; the argument, which is dogos;
and the emational state of the listener — thise
arc the three things that inthuence persuasion.
Everybody whos boeen succestul in the court
roont knows that the character of the speaker s
incredibly important. One of the things is to be
honest with the jury. You don't start off where the
client was undler the intluence of akohol and try
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